Health and Safety Policy-Appendix C

Safety signs fall into five categories:

Prohibitive Signs

These signs are of a round shape, represented by a black pictogram on a
white background, a red edge with diagonal line and are used to prevent an
action where there is danger. Examples of prohibitive signs are:
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Scaffolding incomplete
do not use
L J

\ J

Warning Signs

Switch off all

mobile phones
J
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These signs are triangular and have a black pictogram on a yellow background
with black edging. They warn of a danger and for precautions and / or care to
be taken to prevent harm. Examples of warning signs are:
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Warning Warning
Toxic substances Noise
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Mandatory Signs
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Warning

Trip hazards

Mandatory signs require that specified actions are to be followed. These signs
are typically associated with the compulsory wearing of personal protective
equipment. They are round in shape have a white pictogram on a blue

background. Examples of mandatory signs include:
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Lift correctly

Hard hats
must be worn
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Emergency or First Aid Signs

Wash your hands
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Health and Safety Policy-Appendix C

These signs are rectangular or square in shape and have a white pictogram on
a green background and provide instructions on the safe way of doing
something or where a safety item is located. The most common use of these
signs is to provide directions as to the nearest fire escape route. Examples of

these signs are:

-

.

First aid
station
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Fire Fighting Signs

These signs are rectangular or square in shape and have a white pictogram on
a red background and are used to identify and locate fire fighting equipment.

Examples are:
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Fire hose

Fire call point
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